
LEAP SECONDS 

Leap seconds are necessary because 
the earth is slowing down. This is not 
a problem if the earth is only a few 
thousand years old, however if the 
earth is millions of years old, the 
earth would have been spinning so 
fast it would have distorted the shape 
of the planet! Below is a list of Leap 
Seconds added to the World Clock 
because the earth is slowing down! 

Year Jun 30 Dec 31 

1972 +1 +1 

1973 0 +1 

1974 0 +1 

1975 0 +1 

1976 0 +1 

1977 0 +1 

1978 0 +1 

1979 0 +1 

1980 0 0 

1981 +1 0 

1982 +1 0 

1983 +1 0 

1984 0 0 

1985 +1 0 

1986 0 0 

1987 0 +1 

1988 0 0 

1989 0 +1 

1990 0 +1 

1991 0 0 

1992 +1 0 

1993 +1 0 

1994 +1 0 

1995 0 +1 

1996 0 0 

1997 +1 0 



1998 0 +1 

1999 0 0 

2000 0 0 

2001 0 0 

2002 0 0 

2003 0 0 

2004 0 0 

2005 0 +1 

2006 0 0 

2007 0 0 

2008 0 +1 

2009 0 0 

2010 0 0 

2011 0 0 

2012 +1 0 

2013 0 0 

2014 0 0 

2015 +1 0 

2016 0 +1 

2017 0 0 

2018 0 0 

2019 0 0 

2020 0 0 

Year Jun 30 Dec 31 

Total 
11 16 

27 

 


